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Bill Type and Number:    Ordinance 2015-82
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor:
Date of Introduction: January 27, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference: F; R; RCDPHS
Date of Analysis: January 30, 2015
Type of Action: Agreement Authorization/Approval; Emergency Passage Request
Bill Summary: The ordinance approves and authorizes the Mayor and Corporation Secretary to execute (1) a License Agreement between the City of Jacksonville (“City”) and Learn to Read, Inc. (‘LTR”) for the purpose of allowing LTR to use shared space in the Center for Adult Learning (“CAL”) on the conference floor of the Main Library for three (3) years, with two (2) three (3) year extensions, at a rental rate of $350.00 per month and (2) a License Agreement between the City and LTR for the purpose of allowing LTR to use 1,079 square feet of space in the downstairs portion of Bradham Brooks Library for two (2) years, with two (2) three (3) year extensions, for $1.00 per year; requests one cycle emergency passage.
Background Information: Learn to Read is a 501©3 non-profit organization that exists to provide adults 18 years of age and older with instruction in adult literacy and adult basic education.  Its mission is to increase literacy awareness and improve adult literacy in Duval County through a volunteer based reading program.  LTR offers instruction to over 500 students a year.  In 2013, LTR began to expand to satellite sites in Downtown and North Jacksonville areas.  Sites include Community Connections – serving adults Downtown Jacksonville; The Clara White Mission – serving adults in Downtown Jacksonville; the Tiger Academy, a YMCA Charter School – serving adults in North Jacksonville.  There are an estimated 72,000 adults in Duval County who are not proficient readers.  By providing direct instruction to 1,070 of those adults in the past four years, LTR has been able to help them gain the literacy and comprehension skills necessary to: read and fill out job applications, pass written portions of a driver’s license exam, read and complete a voter registration form, read instructions on a prescription bottle label.  The Olga L. Bradham and Etta L. Brooks Library is located in the 32208 zip code, surrounded by zip codes 332206 and 32209.  One cycle emergency passage is requested.  The nature of the emergency is that LTR has several pending grants that require these locations to be up and running as soon as possible.
  Policy Impact: Jacksonville Public Library
Fiscal Impact: Minimal
Analyst: Jackson
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